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These past 12–18 months have truly been a 
blockbuster period for the Australia-Korea 
relationship, driven by an increasing desire to 
diversify both our nations’ global supply chains. This 
comes despite the ongoing challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, confirming the strength and 
resilience of our bilateral ties and shared strategic 
interests.

This is only possible thanks to the close strategic, 
economic and people-to-people ties that we have 
forged over half a century. Korea is already our 
fourth-largest trading partner, representing 4.4 per 
cent of all Australia’s international trade. It’s also our 
fourth-largest export market, worth A$25.2 billion. 
And perhaps most importantly, there are more than 
120,000 Australians of Korean descent – a proud 
element of our nation’s multicultural society.

In 2021 – as we celebrated the 60th year of 
diplomatic relations – then Korean President Moon 
Jae-in visited Australia to formally elevate the 
Australia-Korea relationship to a Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership. This builds on the world-class 
Korea–Australia Free Trade Agreement (KAFTA) and 
creates endless opportunities for businesses across 
all industries.

It also provides a launching pad for the AKBC to 
continue its work in helping you capitalise on these 
opportunities. We see ourselves as an organisation 
that builds bridges between the Australian and 
Korean government and business communities, 
collapsing the geographic, cultural and sovereign 
divides. We focus on the issues and areas that 
matter most to our members, to give them the best 
chance to leverage the promising opportunities this 
relationship holds.

This prospectus outlines our commitment to 
working with you to help shape the future of 
Australia-Korea bilateral relations. We thank you for 
your continued support and look forward to working 
closely with you over the next 12-months.

Welcome from the Chair and ED
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Hon Simon Crean
Chair

Liz Griffin
Executive Director

Top: President Moon Jae-In and AKBC Chair Hon Simon Crean
Bottom: AKBC Executive Director Liz Griffin and Mayor of Changwon  

Huh Sungmoo
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The Australia-Korea relationship holds endless opportunities

Increasing need to 
diversify Australia’s 
business interests 

anniversary of 
diplomatic relations in 
2021 

Important ally with 
shared values and 
interests

largest trading partner 
(A$34.9bn and 4.4% of 
all trade) 

largest export market 
(accounting for 
A$25.2bn)

Korea-Australia Free 
Trade Agreement signed 
in 2014

Elevated to 
Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership in 2021

Only country, other 
than the US, to hold a 
2+2 ministerial meeting 
with ROK

4th 4th

60th

ROK investment in 
Australia risen from 
A$300m in 2003 to 
A$32.7bn in 2020

The Australia-Korea relationship is teeming with opportunities and growth in world-leading 
industries both established and emerging – we help you capitalise on this.

2+2



Our purpose

Strengthening ties between Australian-Korean 
business communities by:

► Supporting Australian organisations seeking 
access to the Korean market

► Running cultural training programs for 
Australian business executives

► Leveraging AKBC’s expansive network of 
senior executives, industry and government 
leaders to create meaningful Australian-
Korean partnerships

► Advocating for policy that advances trade 
relations

► Exchanging business intelligence on trade 
investment and commercial developments

A unified, cross-sectoral voiceWho we are

Established in 1978, the AKBC is the pre-eminent 
national body committed to strengthening the 
Australia-Korea economic relationship.

Chaired by the Hon Simon Crean and led by an 
Executive Committee of outstanding industry and 
government leaders, we are a member-based 
organisation of senior executives from a diverse 
range of business sectors with a commercial 
interest in Korea.

Helping members achieve their business strategy in Korea
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Agriculture

Defence

Education

Energy, Water
& Utilities

Financial & 
Professional 
Services

Health

Not-For-Profit

Property &
Urban Renewal

Mining & 
Resources

Retail, Food
& Beverage

Tourism, Sport
& Leisure

Technology

Trade

Transport &
Infrastructure
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Your benefits as an AKBC member

The AKBC works hand-in-hand with our members to help them realise the full potential in the bilateral relationship to 
enable, connect and position them for success.

POSITION
We work with both sides to 

ensure meeting objectives and 
the opportunity is understood, 

positioning our members for 
success.

CONNECT
Through our relationships, we 

connect our members at the most 
senior level of government and 

industry.

ENABLE
Through our insights and cultural 
training programs, we enable our 

members to fully realise the 
potential with the Korean 

market.
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Our six priority areas

The AKBC has identified six priority sectors where we see the most potential in the relationship. We have established 
sub-committees in each of these areas, with access to these a key member benefit. 

Critical
Minerals

Education

Financial
Services

Food &
Agriculture

Health &
Biotechnology

Energy

• Chaired by Clare Pope,           
PwC Australia Partner

• Launched our Critical Minerals: 
Urgent Opportunities report

• Partnered with the Korean 
Government for a roundtable 
during Presidential Visit in 2021

• Will formally commence sub-
committee in August 2022

• Currently developing our 
International Education report 
for consultation in 2022

• Hosted Australia-Korea Higher 
Education Forum in 2021

• Chaired by John Walker AM, 
former Macquarie Group 
Korea Chair

• Launched our Open for 
Business report in 2017

• Will formally commence 
sub-committee in late 2022

• Chaired by Marie Piccone, 
Manbulloo MD and Owner

• Launched our Food for 
Thought report in 2022

• Chaired by Peter Cleary, 
director and former Santos VP 

• Launched our Mapping the 
Australia-Korea Hydrogen 
Intersections report in 2021

• Hosted Australia-Korea New 
Energy Forum in 2021 with 
300+ attendees

• Will formally commence sub-
committee in late 2022

• Expecting to develop our 
Innovation in Health and 
Biotechnology report in 2023

https://www.akbc.com.au/member/clare-pope/
https://www.akbc.com.au/report/critical-minerals-urgent-opportunities/
https://www.akbc.com.au/event/australia-korea-higher-education-forum/
https://www.akbc.com.au/member/john-walker-am/
https://www.akbc.com.au/report/akbc-report-open-for-business/
https://www.akbc.com.au/member/marie-piccone/
https://www.akbc.com.au/report/food-for-thought/
https://www.akbc.com.au/member/peter-cleary/
https://www.akbc.com.au/report/mapping-the-australia-korea-hydrogen-intersections-english/
https://www.akbc.com.au/event/australia-korea-new-energy-forum-2/


AKBC-KABC Joint Meeting

Our flagship event each year is the Joint Meeting, which this year 
will be held on 29–30  November in Australia. The annual Joint 
Meeting has a proud 42-year history and is the premier Australia-
Korea business event. 

The Joint Meeting attracts a senior delegation from Korea, led by 
the Korea-Australia Business Council Chairman and CEO of 
POSCO, Mr Jeong Woo Choi. The Australian delegation is led by 
the AKBC Chair, Hon Simon Crean.

Access to our flagship events
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In 2021 – despite the ongoing impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic –
we hosted over 30 events for our members with senior government 

and industry leaders, including:

►Hon Dan Tehan MP, Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment

►H. E. Catherine Raper, Australian Ambassador to Korea

►Brendan Pearson, Senior Adviser, Office of the Prime Minister

►H.E. Jeong-sik Kang, Korean Ambassador to Australia

►Hon Angus Taylor MP, Minister for Energy & Emissions Reduction

►Greg Moriarty, Secretary, Australian Department of Defence

►Alan Finkel AO, Special Adviser on Low Emissions Technology
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Your AKBC membership opportunity

With four levels of membership available, you can align to the package that meets your current business needs, while 
knowing that as your business grows, we’ll grow with you to help achieve your commercial objectives.

EXPLORE
Your business is: Taking its first steps in
assessing opportunities with Korea.

Your business wants to: Learn
about Australia-Korea relations
through learning and
development opportunities, and
networking with key government 
and industry stakeholders.

Suitable for: SMEs and Corporates.

ADVANCE

Your business is: Currently engaged in
doing business with Korea and had
preliminary success.

Your business wants to: Build
awareness, elevate your profile and
bolster your network to take your
business to the next level through
networking and independent research.

Suitable for: Businesses with state, 
national or international footprint.

IMMERSE

Your business is: Currently executing 
a board-endorsed Korea strategy. 

Your business wants to: Broaden 
your influence and engage at the 
highest level of the Australian-
Korean trade and investment 
relationship, including engagement 
with key Australian and Korean 
political decision makers.

Suitable for: Businesses with state, 
national or international footprint.

ACCELERATE

Your business is: Currently executing 
a board-endorsed Korea strategy. 

Your business wants to: Position 
itself as an industry leader in 
Australian-Korean trade and 
investment and broaden your 
influence and engage at the highest 
level of the Australia-Korea 
relationship, including engagement 
with key Australian and Korean 
political decision makers.

Suitable for: Businesses with state, 
national or international footprint.
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Your membership features and benefits at a glance
Benefits

Explore
Unlimited

Advance
Up to 10 available per sector

Immerse
4 available per sector

Accelerate
1 available per sector

Sub-committee access: Access to six sub-committees in key areas (Critical Minerals, Education, 
Financial Services, Food & Agriculture, Energy, Health & Biotechnology)

Access to events hosted by sub-
committee 1 x representative on sub-committee Co-chair of 1 x sub-committee Co-chair of 1 x sub-committee

Annual AKBC-KABC Joint Meeting: Access to annual member-only AKBC-KABC
Joint Meeting (tickets valued at $1,500 each)

1 x ticket 2 x tickets 3 x tickets, priority for sponsorship
opportunities

Priority speaking opportunity included
(valued up to $15,000) and 4 x tickets

Annual delegation: AKBC Chair-led delegation to Korea (w/c 6 June 2022) — — 1 x representative to attend 1 x representative to attend

Annual Canberra networking day: With program of government and industry meetings and events — — 1 x representative to attend 1 x representative to attend

Networks and connections: Introductions to key stakeholders and senior government officials Member to member Bespoke introductions Bespoke introductions Bespoke introductions

Advocacy: Exclusive engagement opportunities with Australian and Korean government
officials, formulate key policy asks and lead on AKBC policy submissions

Third priority Second priority Priority Lead role

Training and development: AKBC’s Korean business fundamentals cultural training program 2 x representatives to attend AKBC 
half annual training events only

4 x representatives to attend AKBC
half annual training events only

1 x annual bespoke training program 
tailored to your business’ needs

1 x annual bespoke training program 
tailored to your business’ needs

Information and report access: Exclusive access to thought leadership pieces authored by
AKBC sub-committees and access to the AKBC monthly eNewsletter

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Brand exposure opportunities: Access to our annual event program including speaking and
hosting opportunities

Limited Limited Priority Feature in 1 x eNewsletter and 5
x social media posts

Access to AKBC relationship manager: Regular meetings with AKBC relationship manager — Half annual meeting Quarterly meeting Quarterly meeting

Annual investment (ex GST) $3,900 $6,900 $19,900 $29,900
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The company you will keep
Our membership spans across every state and territory in Australia, comprising over 100 members representing a broad 
cross-section of industries, spanning from small to medium enterprises, to large businesses.



Contact us

To enquire about membership, please contact:

Liz Griffin, AKBC Executive Director

Mobile: +61 425 201 666

Email:    lgriffin@akbc.com.au

australia-korea-business-council

AustraliaKoreaBusinessCouncil

@_AKBC

https://www.linkedin.com/company/australia-korea-business-council/
https://www.facebook.com/AustraliaKoreaBusinessCouncil/
https://twitter.com/_akbc?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/australia-korea-business-council/
https://www.facebook.com/AustraliaKoreaBusinessCouncil/
https://twitter.com/_akbc?lang=en

