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Accommodation
For details on any discounted rooms GTR  

has secured at the Sofitel Sydney Wentworth, 
please refer to the Know Before You Go 

section on the event’s GTR Members Area.

808 15

Once registered, log-in to the 
GTR Members Area to connect with 

fellow delegates, download event 
materials and more.
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Australia 
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Venue details
Venue:  Sofitel Sydney Wentworth 

61-101 Phillip Street 
Sydney, NSW, Australia, 
2000

Tel: +61 2 9228 9188

Web:   www.sofitelsydney.com.au

Join GTR on social media

Official conference hashtag: #GTRAUS

Returning to Sydney for its fourth year, GTR’s 
annual gathering in Australia has evolved into 
the Australia Trade Forum for 2017.

A corporate-focused gathering bringing together all sectors 
involved in international trade, the event will report on 
developments in global markets and their impact on Australian 
trade, and explore what the future may hold for Australia’s 
corporates and exporters.

2017’s conference will be an ideal opportunity to establish 
new relationships with those currently doing business in the 
country, bypassing the need to set up countless meetings 
over several days, saving time and money.

Click here to see 
a list of attending 
companies from  

2016’s event

“GTR have done a very good job over the 
last few years organising interesting 
conferences in Asia which bring together 
key players in trade finance. Always good 
networking opportunities for new contacts.”

C Pardey, RCMA Commodities Asia

“Something for everyone! The breadth of 
representation and depth of experience brought 
rich and nourishing conversation to the fore.”

G Sparrow, Westpac Banking Corporation

Introduction
www.gtreview.com

http://www.sofitelsydney.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/user/ExportaGroupEvents
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalTradeReview
https://twitter.com/gtr_events
https://www.linkedin.com/company/exporta
http://www.gtreview.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Sydney_2017_Pre-event_Media-Kit_Companies.pdf
www.gtreview.com
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Monday, May 29, 2017

10.55 Networking break

13.05 Networking lunch

16.00 Networking break

17.15 Evening networking reception
GTR Asia Trade & Supply Chain 
Finance Conference 2017 
April 19, 2017 | JW Marriott Hotel 
Hong Kong

GTR Asia Trade & Treasury 
Week 2017 
September 5-7, 2017 | Marina Bay Sands 
Singapore

Indonesia Trade & Commodity 
Finance Conference 2017 
October 5, 2017 
Jakarta, Indonesia

China Trade & Commodity 
Finance Conference 2017 
November, 2017 
Shanghai, China

Monday, May 29, 2017

08.00  Registration and morning coffee

09.00  Chairman’s opening remarks

09.05  2017 and beyond! An overview of Australia’s trade and 
investment landscape

09.30  The big picture: Australia’s resilience and the trade rebound

10.10  What next for Australia’s corporates? 

11.35  Technology and trade: New age technologies for the trade 
finance industry

12.20  Supply chain financing debate: Back to basics! 

14.15  Expert briefing: Developing Australia’s infrastructure to drive 
trade and investment

14.45  The trader view: Navigating through the challenges of a 
commodity-based economy

15.15  Credit insurance strategies for the Australian market

16.25  Key priorities and working capital optimisation solutions  
for corporates 

17.15  Chairman’s concluding remarks

Featured conference speakers

Peter Candy, Group Treasurer, GrainCorp

Fulvio Barbuio, Head Corporate Treasury & Risk, Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation

Melinda Gibson, Senior Treasury Analyst, Jemena

John Reeve, Director, AgRee Commodities

Jaydeep Solanki, Director, Program Purchasing Management,  
General Motors

Lisa McAuley, Chief Executive Officer, Export Council of Australia

Laurie Walker, Chief Executive Officer, Northern Australia Infrastructure 
Facility (NAIF), Government of Australia

Justin Smirk, Senior Economist, Westpac Group

Heath Baker, Head of Trade Policy & Industry Engagement,  
Export Council of Australia

Ilkka Tales, Managing Director, APAC, Greensill

Sophie Krantz, Director, Aercas, International Trade Strategy Manager, 
BlueScope

Peter Gilbert, Chief Executive Officer, Singapore, BPL 

Andrew Beechey, Head of Global Financial Risks, Asia Pacific,  
Liberty International Underwriters

Kirk Cheesman, Managing Director, NCI

James Tiarks, Political and Credit Risk Broker, Texel Asia

Rajiv Biswas, Senior Director & Chief Economist, Asia Pacific, HIS

Adnan Ghani, Global Head of Trade, Westpac

“An informative conference assisting SMEs 
in understanding and sourcing supply chain 
finance solutions.”

C van Loo, Ellton

Australia 
Trade Forum 2017

60-second snapshot
www.gtreview.com

www.gtreview.com


Sectors attended in 2016

6%EUROPE
Germany
Switzerland
United Kingdom

94%ASIA
Australia
Hong Kong
New Zealand
Singapore
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 39% 25% 15% 4% 4% 4% 4% 3% 2%

Percentage of attendees by region in 2016

73
Companies 
represented

7
Countries 

represented

167
Delegates 
attended

2016’s vital statistics Attendee breakdown by job title in 2016

66%

Senior level

14%

Mid-level

20%

C-level

Australia 
Trade Forum 2017

Statistics
www.gtreview.com

www.gtreview.com
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12.20  Supply chain financing debate: Back to basics! 
Christine Andryszczak, Head of Trade & Working Capital NSW, Global 
Institutional Banking, Products & Markets, National Australia Bank
Ilkka Tales, Managing Director, APAC, Greensill
Martin Smith, Head of Markets Analysis, East & Partners
●● Can banks and non-bank financiers co-exist in a competitive global 
financial market? What partnership and risk-sharing opportunities are 
available and in which sectors/markets?

●● The challenges, opportunities and risks of open account trade: Why are 
corporates going back to letters of credit?

●● Developments in the invoice financing market: Have these been driven by 
technology and innovation?

●● Using SCF programs to use buyer credit ratings and gain access to 
cheaper finance for suppliers

13.05 Networking Lunch

14.15  Q&A: Developing Australia’s infrastructure to drive trade and 
investment
Laurie Walker, Chief Executive Officer, Northern Australia Infrastructure 
Facility (NAIF), Government of Australia to be interviewed by Finbarr 
Bermingham, Asia Editor, Global Trade Review (GTR)
●● Meeting Australia’s infrastructure needs: How successful have 
government initiatives such as Infrastructure Australia been in boosting 
the sector?

●● Are companies previously focused on commodities now moving to 
support infrastructure projects?

●● Assessing investment opportunities for local and international investors 
●● Getting projects off the ground: What kind of collaborations are required 
between owners, financiers and ECAs to kick-start development?

●● Managing the political, legal and financial risks involved in infrastructure 
projects

●● Financing challenges and solutions: Exploring and utilising the financing 
options available for project owners 

Monday, May 29, 2017

08.00 Registration and morning coffee

09.00 Chairman’s opening remarks

Spotlight on Australia

09.05  2017 and beyond! An overview of Australia’s trade and 
investment landscape
Rajiv Biswas, Senior Director & Chief Economist, Asia Pacific, IHS
●● After 26 years of consecutive growth, how has Australia weathered 
the global financial crisis and commodity price slump? How important 
has it been to keep control of spending and run a budget surplus?

●● Examining growth strategies such as reforms for facilitating trade by 
lowering costs, streamlining customs procedures, reducing regulatory 
burdens and strengthening trade-enabling services

●● As China’s biggest economic partner in sectors such as raw material 
imports, food, travel, education and as a huge beneficiary of Chinese 
industrialisation, what impact will expanding Chinese trade and 
investment have on Australian exports?

●● To what extent has dollar depreciation allowed Australian exports to 
be more appealing, particularly agricultural commodities such as beef 
and wheat?

●● How important is the resisting of protectionism when it comes to 
growing the Australian economy?

09.30  The big picture: Australia’s resilience and the trade 
rebound
Lisa McAuley, Chief Executive Officer, Export Council of Australia
Justin Smirk, Senior Economist, Westpac Group
Bryan Clarke, Director, Trade & International Affairs, Australian 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry
●● Opening up the economy: Empowering private sector growth, 
encouraging investment and creating conditions for business 
partnerships to flourish and trade to rise

●● With many trade deals, currently under negotiation in Asia, how can 
Australia leverage its position as a strategic trading partner and 
exploit these opportunities? Where are the new trade hubs and 
emerging market opportunities likely to be found?

●● Promoting competition, entrepreneurship and innovation by lowering 
barriers to new business entrant investment

●● Given the capacity of SMEs to drive economic development and job 
creation, as well as fostering innovation, how crucial is increased 
support for expanding through exports?

●● How important is improving skills and knowledge and should this be 
deemed a greater priority? Should increased and more standardised  
levels of accreditation be available?

10.10 What next for Australia’s corporates? 
Peter Candy, Group Treasurer, GrainCorp
Fulvio Barbuio, Head of Corporate Treasury & Risk, Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation, Board Member, Finance & Treasury 
Association (FTA)
Melinda Gibson, Tactical Treasury and Risk Management  
Advisor, Jemena
●● What are the biggest challenges facing Australian corporates at 
present, across procurement, treasury and supply chain management?

●● Achieving economic diversification: Highlighting new geographical 
markets and new industries; Is regional expansion beyond key 
markets such as China the answer?

●● Engaging with banks to get the right offerings: Are Australian corporates 
getting what they need? Where do new market entrants come in?

●● Developing supply chain financing programs: What more 
do multinationals need to do and where are the partnership 
opportunities? Do they have a greater role to play in providing greater 
opportunities within the supply chain for SMEs?

●● Should corporates care more about sustainability in their supply 
chains? How are they working towards achieving it?

10.55 Networking Break

11.35  Technology and trade: New age technologies for the trade 
finance industry
Heath Baker, Head of Trade Policy & Industry Engagement, Export 
Council of Australia
Adnan Ghani, Global Head of Trade, Westpac 
Mark Ebeling, Chief Technology Advisor, IBM Australia, Chair, 
Financial Services, Australia Information Industry Association
●● Where are the new forms of disruption coming from? How significant 
a role will technology have to play in Australia’s banking system?

●● How is technology influencing corporate choices in undertaking 
business and with whom? Has the financial industry kept up with 
corporate requirements when it comes to digitisation?

●● To what extent has blockchain been embraced by the Australian trade 
community? What examples can be provided to demonstrate this?

●● In light of new and exciting technological developments in the fintech 
space, is the BPO now an outdated and redundant initiative?

●● With fintech start-ups on the rise in Australia, what are the 
partnership opportunities for the financial sector? Can Australia 
maintain position in the fintech race?

Sponsorship opportunities
Emma Braithwaite 
Business Development Manager 
ebraithwaite@gtreview.com 
+65 6653 5330

Speaking opportunities
Aliza Mohsin 
Senior Conference Producer 
amohsin@gtreview.com 
+65 6653 5340

Marketing & Media opportunities
Elisabeth Spry 
Marketing Executive 
espry@gtreview.com 
+44 (0)20 8772 3006

“Excellent networking opportunity,  
with a wider scope than just Australia.”

S Hansen, RBS

Australia 
Trade Forum 2017

Agenda
www.gtreview.com

mailto:ebraithwaite@gtreview.com

mailto:amohsin@gtreview.com

mailto:espry@gtreview.com

www.gtreview.com
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14.45  The trader view: Navigating through the challenges  
of a commodity-based economy
John Reeve, Director, AgRee Commodities
Sophie Krantz, Director, Aercas, International Trade Strategy Manager, 
BlueScope
●● Highlighting trade volumes across key commodities including agriculture, 
minerals and energy

●● With Australian agriculture having experienced a record surplus in recent 
months, can this growth be sustained and what are the environmental 
and political factors impacting on it?

●● What are the mid to long-term policies for the commodity sector? How 
can they meet the challenges within international trade markets? 

●● Practical advice for and considerations when dealing with local regulation 
and market conditions

15.15  Credit insurance strategies for the Australian market
Moderator: Andrew Beechey, Head of Global Financial Risks, Asia 
Pacific, Liberty International Underwriters
Kirk Cheesman, Managing Director, NCI
James Tiarks, Political and Credit Risk Broker, Texel Asia
Peter, Gilbert, Chief Executive Officer, Singapore, BPL 
●● What lessons have been learned from the economic downturn when it 
comes to the insurance market in Australia? How have these lessons 
been applied?

●● How crucial a role does the insurance market have in supporting 
Australian trade? What is the appetite for credit and political risk and for 
which kinds of transactions?

●● Examining the latest credit and political risk insurance strategies and 
solutions available: Is there demand for new products?

●● How insurance works: Talking through the different stages and parties 
involved when undertaking insurance business

16.00 Networking break

16.25  Key priorities and working capital optimisation solutions  
for corporates 
Jaydeep Solanki, Director, Program Purchasing Management, Global 
Purchasing & Supply Chain, General Motors
Vince Dimasi, Director & Australian Lead, KPMG Working Capital 
Advisory
●● How are corporates managing their supply chains and ensuring greater 
working capital optimisation?

●● What are the primary tools for evaluating, managing and reducing liquidity 
and currency risk? Is an update needed on these in the current climate?

●● Taking control of the supply chain: Making investments and securing 
acquisitions to streamline the business process

●● Are we seeing greater investment and partnership opportunities arising 
between banks and logistics providers?

●● Strategies for sustainable financial performance: What initiatives are 
being undertaken in this area?

17.15 Chairman’s concluding remarks

 Followed by formal close of conference

Africa 2017

Sponsored by

Equant Analytics’ trade briefing

Top 10 country data

Country and sector reports

Volume 15/Issue 4 
March/April 2017

www.gtreview.com

Directory
2017-18

Start your 7-day trial!

Subscribe
today

For more information please contact  
Gosia Murakowska at gmurakowska@gtreview.com

“Great quality speakers and great topics.”

H Janakiraman, ANZ

“If you have an interest in Trade & Supply 
Chain finance in the Asia Pacific region you 
cannot afford not to be at this conference.”

J Bamford, Tablot Underwriting

“Thought provoking, detailed and wide-
ranging analysis. Excellent presentations.”

M Smith, East & Partners

“Another fantastic opportunity to meet  
and discuss with our industry.”

A Speers, HSBC

Australia 
Trade Forum 2017

Agenda
www.gtreview.com

http://www.gtreview.com/subscribe/
mailto:gmurakowska@gtreview.com
www.gtreview.com
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Sponsors & partners
www.gtreview.com

www.gtreview.com
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Registration form
www.gtreview.com

Payment details
Please select credit card type

   

Card number

Expiry date Security code (3 or 4 digits)

 MM/YY 

Cardholder’s name

Company VAT number

Cardholder’s signature

Cardholder’s address

Booking code

Delegate information
For multiple bookings please email events@gtreview.com

Title: please tick

Mr  Mrs  Ms  Miss  Dr 

First name

Last name

Job title

Department

Organisation

Address

Postcode/Zip

Country

Telephone

Facsimile

Email

Signature

I can confirm that I have read and agree to the terms and conditions below.  

Terms & conditions
1.  Confirmation: Booking confirmation will be 

sent to you immediately for all bookings.  If 
you have not received an email confirmation 
within 24 hours of making the booking, 
please contact the team at events@
gtreview.com or on +44 (0)20 8673 9666.

2.  Payment (including VAT) must be made 
in full prior to the start of the conference. 
GTR retains the right to refuse entry in case 
of non-payment. Payment can be made 
through Credit Card online, via telephone 
or by sending our Events team a completed 
Credit Card Authorisation form. 

3.  All delegates who have not paid prior to the 
conference will be denied entry. 

4.  Transfers: If you cannot attend a conference, 
you can transfer your place to another 
individual. Places can be transferred at 
any time up to and including the day of 
the conference. Please note an additional 
charge may be applicable if the new 
attendee is not entitled to the same rate. 

5.  A delegate place can be transferred to 
another conference, if the request to us is 
received more than 5 working days before 
the conference. Please note additional 
charges may be applicable. A delegate can 
only transfer their place a maximum of two 
times, after which they will incur a 20% 
administration fee.

6.  Cancellations: All delegate cancellations 
must be made in writing to events@
gtreview.com. The charge for cancelling your 
booking is:

 -  1 month before the conference: 90% 
refund of the full cost

 -  5 or more working days before the 
conference: 80% refund of full cost

 -  5 or less working days before the 
conference: no refund

7.  Non-attendance to a conference will result 
in no refund. 

8.  In the case of the cancellation of the 
conference or the change of the conference 
date, GTR will not be held liable for any 
booking, travel or hotel costs associated 
with the booking. 

Please note that all confirmed registrations are 
subject to the event terms and conditions

Should you have any queries, please contract 
our team at events@gtreview.com or on 
+44 (0)20 8673 9666.

  If you do not wish GTR to use your 
information for marketing purposes,  
please tick this box.

Pricing details

Attendance earns 6 ICC Academy PDCs

Standard rate US$999 

Subscription package (Conference & GTR subscription):
Save US$150 on a print & online GTR subscription

Standard rate & 1-year magazine subscription US$1,539 
Subscription package is not available in conjunction with any other offers, is eligible for new 
subscribers only and for those in attendance at this event

Can’t make the conference?  US$150 
Conference delegate pack, comprising all speaker presentations and bios in both hard copy 
and online formats

Ways to register

Email: events@gtreview.com

Web: www.gtreview.com

Fax: +44 (0)20 8673 8662

Telephone: +44 (0)20 8673 9666

Post:  GTR, Exporta Publishing & Events Ltd,  
4 Hillgate Place, London SW12 9ER, UK

www.gtreview.com
mailto:events@gtreview.com
mailto:events@gtreview.com
mailto:events@gtreview.com
http://www.gtreview.com/event-terms-and-conditions/
mailto:events@gtreview.com
http://www.gtreview.com
mailto:events@gtreview.com
www.gtreview.com
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